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Da, addy had h i s pocket picked of the checkbook he was going to send 
you. Use these checks as though they were numbers 1-5 of new book 
and when you get new book send f i r s t f i v e checks to me. Addr 35 to 
jrour balance as of today, October 13. October 13, 1950 
Dear John: / M I , , 
I No such word, do not use.) 
E s c ^ c ed once more behind Uoget's Thesaurus 
and P r e s c o t t ' s H i s t o r y of the Helen of Ferdinand and 
I s a b e l l a , I have a sun-'vashsd vie\ of John Updike, a t 
the ages of f i v e and seventeen, two s l i g h t l y w i l t e d 
d a h l i a s , and a Mertz b i l l marked p a i d . So, the work 
t h a t c a r r i e d 3'-ou to 'Cambridge has been paid at l a s t 
and the nice man can get husj w i t h the nm r a t t l e v/e 
ha.ve on the l e f t side i n f r o n t . 
Today, I made my f i r s t t r i p i n t o S h i l l i n g t o n 
alone to have a tooth f i l l e d . Uy d r i v i n g was f a i r , ex-
cept f o r the way I s t i l l shovel gasoline when I have to 
sta,rt on a grade. Daddy i s attending some kind of con-
vention i n "leading and Y / i l l r e t u r n on the bus s h o r t l y 
f o r supper e.nd a speedy r i d e to the Kuhlenberg gaane at 
A l b r i g h t . The good msji had three t e e t h pulled t h i s week 
and s t i l l looks a l i t t l e shaJcen. But j^ou know ^a.ddy, the 
game w i t h Mr. Chejrles J . H. must go on. 
Speaking of shock, t h i s note i s intended to. 
prepare you f o r D i f f e r e n t ' s a r r i v a l . I t c e r t a i n l y was 
diffe?-ent than I expected i t to be. Poets seem to be mde 
of much s t e r n e r s t u f f than they used to be when d a f f o d i l s 
and toy dogs could i n s p i r e a c l a s s i c . Of course L i l i t h ' s 
poets probably are hand-picked f o r d u r a b i l i t T r . T h e i r un-
f l i g h i n g contemplation of man's mdness disturbed me. But 
when I got to the a r t i c l e on how ( e x a c t l y ) to s u r v i v e when 
a l l 3/our f r i e n d s have been destroi/ed, I f e l t j u s t l i k e my 
f a t h e r ' s explanantions of I s a i a h tised to nmke me f e e l . I 
mentioned t h i s a r t i c l e j e s t i n g l y to Dr. L i g h t , hoping that 
he would laugh w i t h me. But he owns a copy of the"standard" 
book on how best to meet the other f e l l o w ' s doom cuad l i v e to 
t e l l about i t . So, I f e e l more antiquated than ever. I f 
you hadn't'reassured me of man's ultimate T?]s,turity i n your 
commencement speech, I should f e e l completely shaken. But 
you, m3r c h i l d , have given me hope. ¥e are on the v e r ^ s of 
m a t u r i t y and a b e t t e r l i ^ - e . "ay 3'ou giways believe f t . 
